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Who had the highest income in 2000?

We have no way to know, since tax returns are confidential
(and not everyone is conscientious when reporting their
income). Incomes are available for CEOs from publicly
held companies but not privately held ones. Even incomes
of celebrities are often just “guesstimates”
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When determining how rich someone is,
net worth (assets minus liabilities) is an
alternative to income. For many people
their income has a strong relationship with
their net worth. Although, it is possible to
have a high income and a low net worth or
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(see Bill Gates income).
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Where is Bill Gates?

- Although known for being one of the richest people in
the world, Bill Gates’ annual income does not place him
at the top of this graph. For example, his income in fiscal
year 2000 as Microsoft's Chairman was reported as
$639,401 while at the same time his Microsoft stock was

/ worth around $50 billion. Only when he sells his stock is

Income statistics from Household income distribution based on Median job salaries from High income individuals from “IRS Top 400" from it included in his income for that year. Otherwise, it is
Congressional Budget Office U.S Census Bureau Bureau of Labor Statistics Forbes Magazine Statistics of Income Division \ counted as part of his net worth.
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